
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 
Happy New Year   

 

First of all, I would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year and I hope that you 

have had a lovely time over the Christmas holidays with your families.  Can I also 

take this opportunity on behalf of myself and my staff, to thank you for all of the 

generous gifts, cards and best wishes we received at the end of term; your 

kindness and support is very much appreciated. 

 

Uniform   

 

Thank you for sending the children into school wearing the correct uniform today 

- all of the children looked very smart.  Just a reminder of some of the key points 

from our uniform policy that must be followed: 

 

● Hair colour and style must be appropriate for school: extremes of colour 

and style are not permitted.  

● Jewellery is not permitted in school, including earrings, although a wrist 

watch may be worn.  

● Make up is not permitted in school, including nail varnish, transfer tattoos 

etc.  

● Body piercing of any kind is not permitted.  

● Black shoes should be worn 

 

A copy of the full uniform policy can be viewed on the school website in the pupil 

related policies section of the Key Information tab. 

 

 



 

Covid-19  

 

As you all know, the new variant, Omicron, is spreading at a rapid rate; therefore, 

it is more important than ever that we work together to prevent the spread of 

Covid in order to keep everyone safe and to minimise disruption as far as 

possible. 

 

To prevent outbreaks across the school it is important to take notice of the 

following reminders: 

 

● Parents are strongly advised to wear face coverings in the yard at 

drop off and pick up times. 

 

● If your child is poorly or is displaying any of the Covid symptoms, please 

DO NOT send them into school.  Book a PCR test if they are displaying 

Covid symptoms and keep your child off school until they have received 

their result.  If the result is positive, then your child must continue to self-

isolate in line with NHS Test and Trace guidance.   

● The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of 

the following: 

● a new continuous cough 

● a high temperature 

● a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell 

(anosmia) 

● Please continue to notify school of any pupil absences and inform us if 

your child tests positive for Covid-19.  You can contact school via 

telephone: 0191 456 0108 or email: info@st-bedes.s-tyneside.sch.uk  

● If your child lives in the same household of someone who has 

symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19, they can continue to 

come to school as long as they do not have symptoms themselves.  

They are however, strongly advised to do daily rapid lateral flow tests if 

they are aged 5 or over (1 a day for 7 days). 
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In school, we continue to have the following safety measures in place to 

help minimise the risk.  We would appreciate it if you could reinforce these 

messages to the children: 

 

 

● Hand hygiene - Staff and children  wash / sanitise their hands on entry 

to school and at regular times throughout the day. 

● Respiratory hygiene - Catch it, Bin it, Kill it.  Children are reminded to 

use a tissue to catch their sneeze or cough, to dispose of the tissue in a 

bin and then to wash their hands thoroughly. 

● Ventilation - Windows are opened to ensure good ventilation within 

classrooms and to ensure the air can circulate. 

● CO2 Monitors - We now have carbon dioxide monitors in all of our 

classrooms to identify early warning signs of any problems with 

ventilation. 

● Face Coverings - Staff continue to wear face coverings in corridors and 

communal areas. 

● Cleaning regimes - high touch surfaces are cleaned regularly 

throughout the day 

Remote Learning                  

If your child is isolating because of Covid and they are feeling well enough, they 

will continue to be able to access lessons via their class link on Google 

classroom which will ensure that they do not fall behind with their learning.  We 

are constantly monitoring and reviewing our remote learning provision to ensure 

that the children have the best possible learning experiences whether they are 

working at home or in school. Staff continue to work exceptionally hard and are 

doing their very best for all of our children.  If you encounter any difficulties 

with Google classroom or do not have access to appropriate technology at 

home then please get in touch and we will help. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Parking 

Please park considerately in designated parking spaces only when dropping off 

or picking up children from school.  It has been reported that cars are parking / 

stopping to drop off on the corner outside of school’s main entrance and this is 

causing an obstruction. There have been a couple of near misses as cars trying 

to turn at the junction are unable to see if there is any approaching traffic. I 

appreciate that it can be inconvenient if no parking spaces are available when 

you arrive, but we must put the safety of others first. 

 

It was so wonderful to see the children’s happy, smiling faces again this morning. 

I know there may be a challenging term ahead, but we are very much looking 

forward to welcoming the children back to school and hearing about their 

holidays. I am also looking forward to writing to you later in the term to share 

some of the children’s lovely work and successes with you.  And finally, happy 

feast of the Epiphany for Thursday 6th January. 

 

With very best wishes 

Mrs Carol Devine 
Acting Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Blessing Prayer  

Lord God of heaven and earth,  

You revealed your Son to every nation by the light of a star.  

Bless our school 

 And all who study and work here and those who visit us.  

Bless the families of our school community 

May their homes be places of love, peace and joy. 

Fill us with the light of Christ 

 that our love for one another  

reflects your love for all peoples. 

 We pray for children everywhere. 

 

20+C+M+B+22 

● 2022 = 2,022 years after Jesus was born 

● C is for Caspar 

● M is for Melchior 

● B is for Balthazar  

Casper, Melchior and Balthazar are the names traditionally given to the wise men 

who visited Jesus from faraway. Their initials CMB also abbreviate the Latin 

words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.”  

 


