
 

Spring term in Year 6 is always a very busy and im-

portant time.  We have already made some great pro-

gress this year and have learnt a lot. We are looking for-

ward to another happy  and successful term in Y6.   

The children are working hard in class and making some 

super progress in all areas of the curriculum.  We are 

really appreciative of all the support you give your chil-

dren at home with their homework; please keep this up 

as it really does make a difference.    

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to ar-

range a meeting with me and I will be happy to discuss 

any concerns as it is really important for your children 

to be happy in school. 

Best regards, 

Mrs Carol Devine & Mrs Lisa Welsh 

 



Autumn Term 1 

Topic Theme - Storms & Shipwrecks 

 

English 

Reading 

We will be reading a range of fiction and non-fiction  texts linked to the theme of 
storms and shipwrecks. 

Our main class novel for this half term will be Kensuke’s Kingdom written by Mi-
chael Morpurgo. 

Other texts  we aim to read include -  

 The Tempest - William Shakespeare 

 Hurricane - David Wiesner (Picture book) 

 Into the Lifeboat – an extract from the diary of Violet Jessop, a survivor from 
the Titanic. 

 The story of Grace Darling 

Poetry 

 Poems on a sea theme 

 Exploring imagery and the use of figurative language 

Writing  

Where possible, the writing we do will be linked to either the class novel or the cross-
curricular topic. 

Fiction 

 Disaster / adventure story with a flashback 

 Autobiography in role of a character - memoirs of a Titanic survivor 

 Narrative from an alternative viewpoint - Grace Darling story told from the 
point of view from a different character. 

Non-Fiction 

 Discussion text  

 Non-chronological report 

 Discussion text 

Spring Term 

Topic Theme - Vikings (Exploration and Adventure) 

English 

Reading 

We will be reading a range of fiction and non-fiction  texts linked to the 
theme of exploration and adventure. 

Our main class novel for this half term will be Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael 
Morpurgo 

We will also read other texts and extracts linked to the 
topic of exploration and adventure: 

 Viking Boy—Tony Bradman 

 The Last Viking – Terry Deary 

 There’s a Viking in my bed – Jeremy Strong 

SAT revision  

Developing strategies to answer the following types of question:  

Understanding the meaning of vocabulary in context  

Selecting and retrieving information from a text  

Inferring information and ideas from a text  

Summarising main ideas and information  

Understanding language features – why 

the author has chosen certain words and 

phrases  

Poetry 

Viking poetry and Saga Songs 

Analysing poems for meaning and authorial intent.  Recognising and explor-
ing features that poets use for effect. Make accurate and appropriate com-
parisons within texts. 



 
Writing  

Fiction 

 Diary entry in role of a character 

 Descriptive writing in narratives 

Non-Fiction 

We will revisit and revise the main text types: re-
count, instructions, report, explanation, persuasion 
and discussion .  We will also explore how to manage 
shifts between formal and informal styles within our 
pieces of writing.  

 

 

Grammar – revise: 

 Parts of speech: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunc-
tions, pronouns. 

 Sentence types – statement, commands, questions 

 Complex sentences: clauses, phrases, subordinating connectives 

 Standard English: tense agreement; subject – verb agreement; double 
negatives; use of I and me; formal / informal: contractions 

 Passive & active verbs 

Spelling: Pluralisation; prefixes / suffixes; regular word endings; silent and 

unstressed letters; homophones, synonyms, antonyms; comparatives and 

superlatives 

We will revise  all of the spelling rules from the Key Stage 2 spelling curricu-

lum.  It is also important for the children to know how to spell all of the 

words on the Year 3/4 and Y5/6 word lists.  The children should be revising 

these regularly at home. 

Punctuation: apostrophes (possessive and contraction); inverted commas; 

brackets, dashes and bullet points; using commas in pairs; ellipses, colons, 

semi-colons, hyphens and commas to mark phrases or clauses (complex sen-

tences).  



 Maths 

Spring 1 

During this term pupils will be taught to: 
 
Geometry - position and direction 

 describe positions on the full coordinate grid (all 4 quadrants) 

 draw and translate simple shapes on the coordinate plane, and reflect them in 
the axes 

 draw and label rectangles (including squares), parallelograms and rhombuses, 
specified by coordinates in the four quadrants, predicting missing coordinates 
using the properties of shapes 

Geometry - properties of shapes 

 compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes and 
find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals 

 and regular polygons 

 illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and circumference 
and know that the diameter is twice the radius 

 recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line, or are vertical-

ly opposite, and find missing angles  

Number – fractions, decimals and percentages 

 add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers, using 
the concept of equivalent fractions 

 multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in its simplest form  

 divide proper fractions by whole numbers associate a fraction with division and 
calculate decimal fraction equivalents [for example, 0.375] for a simple fraction  

 use written division methods where the answer has up to 2 decimal places 

 solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of ac-
curacy 

 recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, 
including in different contexts 

 
Statistics 

 interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to solve prob-
lems 

 calculate and interpret the mean as an average 

 connect their work on angles, fractions and percentages to the creation and inter-
pretation of pie charts 

 find the mean of a data set 

VISITS AND VISITORS 

 Friday 17th January (p.m.) - Operation Encompass liaison officer to lead 
session with Y6  

 Wednesday 29th January—Open Zone  staff to lead a session  in school 
on internet safety. 

 Friday 4th February (9.30-12.00) - Y5/6 Tag Rugby Finals at Temple Park  
EVENTS 

 Friday 14th February—INSET day 

 Half Term holidays—Monday 17th—Friday 21st February 

 Test week Monday 9th March— Friday 13th March 

 Sports Relief—Hoopstarz—Friday 13th March (pm) 

 Parents’ Evenings—Wednesday 25th & Thursday 26th March 
 Break up for Easter Holidays— Friday 3rd April 
 School re-opens for Summer Term— Monday 20th April 
 SATs Week—11th –14th May   
 

Things parents can do to support  teaching & learning 
 Encourage your child to read at least one book per week.  
 Help your child to learn and revise spellings, times tables & to practise 

mental arithmetic concepts. 
 Help your child to establish a good routine for completing homework on 

time.  Spelling and English homework will be given out on a Friday to be 
completed by the following Wednesday. 

 Spelling test is on a Friday  
 Make sure the children have their PE kit  with them in school on  a  

Thursday and Friday. 
 Check the children have everything they need for school i.e. dinner 

money, P.E. kit, homework water bottles etc. 
Can you help?  
We would love to hear from you if you feel you or someone 
you know could contribute to any of our topics this term or if 
you have any ideas as to how we could further enrich the 
children’s learning experiences. 
 
Many thanks 
Mrs Carol Devine  & Mrs Lisa Welsh 



 

 

Topic Work 

Science topic - Evolution and Inheritance 

The children will research how living things on earth have 

changed over time.  They will explore how fossils provide infor-

mation about living things that lived on Earth millions of years 

ago.  We will explore how characteristics are passed down from 

parents to offspring by investigating different breeds of dogs.  

They will also explore how variation in offspring over time make 

animals more or less likely to survive in particular environments. 

 

The children will find out about the work of palaeontologists 

such as Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin and Alfred 

Wallace developed their ideas on evolution.  They will work sci-

entifically by  observing and raising questions about how plants 

and animals are adapted to their environments.  The children will 

end the topic with a visit to the Hancock Museum to consolidate 

and celebrate their learning. 

 

French 

In French this term the children are learning to tell the time, describe daily rou-

tines, school subjects and transport.  They will also study food and drinks, mon-

ey, shopping lists, recipes, healthy eating and dictionary skills. 

 

Spring 2 

During this term pupils will be taught to: 
 
Number - addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

 divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal 
written method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number re-
mainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context 

 
Measure 

 connect conversion from kilometres to miles in measurement to its graphical rep-
resentation as preparation for understanding linear/proportional graphs 

 relate the area of rectangles to parallelograms and triangles, for example, by dis-
section, and calculate their areas, understanding and using the formulae to do 
this 

Algebra 

 generate and describe linear number sequences 

 find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with 2 unknowns 

 enumerate possibilities of combinations of 2 variables 

 use symbols and letters to represent variables and unknowns in mathematical 
situations that they already understand, such as: missing numbers, lengths, coor-
dinates and angles, equivalent expressions (for example, a + b = b + a), generalisa-
tions of number patterns 

 
Ratio and proportion 

 solve problems involving the relative sizes of 2 quantities where missing values 
can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts 

 solve problems involving the calculation of percentages and the use of percent-
ages for comparison 

 solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can be 
found 

 solve problems involving unequal sharing 
and grouping using knowledge of fractions 
and multiples 

 
 



Spring Term 

Topic Theme - Vikings (Exploration and Adventure) 

Topic Work 

History topic - Vikings 

(The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 

the Kingdom of England to the time of Ed-

ward the Confessor. ) 

Throughout the term,  the children will learn about Viking raids 

and invasion.  They will learn about the resistance by Alfred the 

Great and Athelstan, first king of England.  They will explore fur-

ther Viking invasions and find out about Danegeld.  They will also 

learn about Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066  

RE 

SOURCES - The Bible - the special book for the 
Church 

UNITY - Eucharist enabling people to live in com-
munion  

DEATH & NEW LIFE - Celebrating Jesus’ death and  resurrection  

JUDAISM - Children will learn about various aspect of Judaism 

 

Computing - We are app planners 

In this topic the children will learn about the capabilities of 

smartphones, think of a problem that a smartphone or tablet app 

could solve, and then pitch the idea for their app.  

 

ART / DT 

Children will learn about the artist Bruce Munro.  They will produce 

their own artwork inspired by his art and illuminism. 

PE 

Dance—perform dances using a range of movement 
patterns 

Cricket—batting and fielding techniques 

MUSIC 

Music Express — World Unite 

Children will explore rhythm and melody in singing, 

movement and dance.  They will learn about beat, syncopation, pitch 

and harmony, and take a trip around the world to  celebrate the univer-

sal language of music. 


