Dear Parents/Carers,
As you will be fully aware, the internet has become a powerful tool with which to connect
and share ideas and opinions. In recent years, social networking sites such as Facebook have
grown in popularity and many people use them to communicate with family, friends and
others. Obviously it is important to act as positive digital role models and indeed the vast
majority of people who use social networking show respect in their communication with
others. Unfortunately, like other aspects of society, there are people who disregard the rules
set and use social networking sites to cyber-bully or harass others.
Recently, there have been a number of high profile cases in the media where people have
used social networking sites to threaten or intimidate others.
As a school, we encourage parents to support us with the education and well- being of
children and if at any time parents feel that they have any issues regarding their child’s
education, they should make an appointment to discuss this with me in person. It is not
however, appropriate to use social networking sites to openly criticise and make
unsubstantiated, damaging comments about the school or any members of our staff or
children who will be either unwilling or unable to respond.
Current laws such as the 1988 Malicious Communications Act, 1997 Protection from
Harassment Act and 2003 Communications Act can be used to protect individuals from
malicious and threatening posts made on the internet. The victims might also choose to bring
civil actions for defamation or slander. The Chair of Governors, Councillor Margaret
Meling, and I wish it to be known that all necessary action will be taken to deal with any
material posted on such sites that is in our opinion distressing, alarming or harassing or in
any way breaches the rights of the members of our school community. We will have no
hesitation in asking the police to investigate or as the case may be, in instituting legal
proceedings.
We understand that the overwhelming majority of parents would not become involved in
such an activity that is unfortunately becoming increasingly prevalent in so many school
communities.

Yours sincerely,
N. Park
Headteacher

